Community Newsletter
A message from the Superintendent:
Elementary School

Dear Falcon Nation,
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As we gear up for the final months of the 2018-2019 school
year, I feel it is important to highlight the many notable
events and activities that have taken place throughout our
buildings thus far. Our students are challenging themselves
in the classroom each day and I am so proud of their
accomplishments, no matter how big or small.

Intermediate
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In addition to our building highlights, you will find an update on our STEM
program, important financial information as well as significant dates to save
in preparation for the upcoming school year. Let’s finish out this school year
strong and show everyone why it’s a great day to be a Falcon!
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Sincerely,
Vincent Colaluca
Superintendent

STEM
Page 6

Staff Spotlight
Illuminator of the Year
Mathematics Instructional Coach Heather Wukelich
was named an ‘Illuminator of the Year’ for increasing
the power of teaching in the classroom. She was one
of six 2019 honorees who were recognized at the
Illuminate Education User Conference in San Diego.

Heather Wukelich

The event brings together 1,600 educators for two
days of professional development, sessions and
networking. As an honoree, Wukelich had her entire
trip covered by Illuminate.

Outstanding Language Arts Educator
AMS Language Arts Teacher Angela Yohman was
selected by the Ohio Council of Teachers of English
Language Arts (OCTELA) as the 2019 Outstanding
English Language Arts Educator for the middle school
level. She was nominated for the award by her
colleague Jolene Ross.
She was recently recognized for her achievements at
the annual OCTELA Conference.
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Angela Yohman

Austintown Elementary School


The PTA sponsored two Scholastic Book Fairs
for students. Many books were purchased by
students from all grade levels.



The PTA and Administrative team hosted
“Breakfast with a Buddy” for Kindergarten,
1st and 2nd grades respectively.



The Fitch Jazz Band and the Fitch Concert
Choir visited in December and performed
Christmas music for Kindergarten students.



In December, the PTA hosted annual holiday
Room Parties. Santa also visited every
classroom.



The PTA hosted annual Valentine’s Day room
parties as well as a Valentine exchange.



The 100th day of school was celebrated on
February 8th. It included a building wide
writing contest with winners chosen from
each nest in all three grades. Many activities
also took place through the day incorporating
the number 100.



First graders had two wonderful science
programs. The first was a Frozen day, in
which students studied the states of matter,
(solid, liquid, vapor) and were treated to
Snow Cones donated by the AES PTA. The
second program was Animals in Winter, a
presentation from Mill Creek MetroParks.



To encourage improved math vocabulary,
classroom math wizards are chosen each
week. These students are recognized for their
great mastery of mathematics vocabulary.



This is the third year AES has participated in
the Second & Seven program. Through a
partnership with FHS student athletes and
OSU, all second grade students are read to by
a Fitch athlete and receive a free book with
each class visit.
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Austintown Intermediate School


The building kicked off the year in August with a backpack and school supply
drive in conjunction with CrossRoads Church. Many families were able to
come in before school started and have their child get all the supplies
needed to start the school year off right!



Students and families came out for a Grandparent’s Breakfast as well as
Donuts for Dads. It was great to see family members and parents in
the building making lasting memories with their children.



The AIS PTA held a Fall book fair as well as another successful Pep Rally.
This included booths with games, music, food and all around Falcon fun.



4th grade students enjoyed a STEM field trip to the Skate Zone while 5th
graders enjoyed hands on learning at Mill Creek Park. 3rd graders always
enjoy the walking field trip to our local library where they all received READ
cards!



The MCCTC STEM Mobile Lab visited several times for classes to enjoy STEM
hands on learning. STEM classes for all 5th graders were also added during
their “specials” time.



The building concluded two successful BOX TOPS contests. Third grade won
the first round and saw Mr. Carchedi and Ms. Owens wear a turkey
costume. The second round was won by the young ladies in the building. For
that contest, Mr. Pappagallo wore outrageous Valentine’s Day attire!



October brought awesome Halloween room parties complete with a
costume parade and contest!



December was jam packed. Highlights included a visit from Santa, the Fitch
Jazz Band and Show Choir performed for all of our students, and the
Secret Santa Workshop was here to allow students to make special
purchases for the holiday!



To round out January, AIS held the 2nd Annual Word Read Aloud Day. The
building and students enjoyed reading picture books to other grades and
buildings, as well as hosting many special guest readers throughout the day
who shared their favorite books.



The 1st Annual “Hug A Hero” day took place in the building and
several military, law enforcement, first responders as well as other heroic
professions visited for hugs and tokens of appreciation from the students.
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Austintown Middle School



AMS earned a grade of a B on the state report card for the 2017-18 school year.



The Ohio School Board Association presented AMS with the Momentum Award for earning all A’s for
the value added components of the 2018 Ohio State Report Card.



WEB (Where Everyone Belongs) mentors welcomed in our incoming 6th graders in August with an
orientation day followed by various activities throughout the fall to acclimate the 6th graders to AMS.



Students have celebrated their academic and attendance achievements at our quarterly award
assemblies which include a spirit trophy that one house wins each time.



Students have been completing the Brainology program on Wednesdays to learn about growth
mindset and how they can maximize their potential through hard work and effort.



The 7th Grade Blue Boys Basketball team finished the season undefeated and won the AAC
Championship.



The Red and Blue football teams finished the season undefeated.



The 35th annual PTA Craft Show Fundraiser was held in November and was a huge success thanks to
our awesome PTA!



AMS continues to have a food pantry open to students after school. The food pantry is in conjunction
with the Second Harvest Food Bank. Any student or family in need can contact the AMS Guidance
Department.



Holiday concerts directed by Vocal Music Director Megan Keown, Orchestra Director Sara Eliser, and
AMS Band Director Jeremy McClaine were a great success and showcased our student’s musical
talents.



Soaring Falcon Awards are positive referrals our teachers send home for catching students going
above and beyond to meet building expectations. Over 320 Soaring Falcon Awards have been sent
home this year.
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Austintown Fitch
High School


Fitch held its 5th annual Creative Arts Night in January! Over 20
classes and clubs displayed their projects during this event.



The Austintown Fitch Speech and Debate team has had an
extremely successful season this year, placing first or second at
each tournament. Recently, at the District tournament at Canfield
High School, they placed first overall, while qualifying the most
state qualifiers of any team. Thirty-five of the forty-eight
members of the team will be heading to the state tournament.



Twenty-five students from Fitch will attend the 41st YSU English
Festival in April. They will compete in various reading and writing
events, and they will meet Young Adult author Neal Shusterman.



The Fitch Mock Trial team appeared in its first ever competition
as a part of the Ohio Center for Law Related Education Mock Trial
District Competition. Fitch joined the ranks of the mere handful of
schools in the Mahoning Valley to offer such an opportunity for
students to learn about the law, the Constitution, and the courts
first hand through this program.



Economics students at Fitch are piloting a new blended learning
high school economics program for Junior Achievement (JA).
Since Fitch was the only school in the United States participating
in the Fall semester pilot, JA executives from Colorado and Florida
visited the building in January to discuss the curriculum with the
students.



Students taking Civil & Architectural Engineering created customdesigned homes for clients using commercially utilized software,
AutoDesk Revit. Students were paired up with a teacher, who
acted as the client, to create their dream home.



The Class of 2019 finished their senior service projects which
required them to complete at least 15 hours of community
service by the end of the first semester. This year projects ranged
from volunteering at many of the area’s animal shelters to
collecting winter clothing for local shelters. Many also made tieblankets which were donated to nursing homes, foster children or
furry friends.
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STEM Update


The STEM department won the INVENT3D Challenge, hosted by MS Consultants and Advanced Methods in
Innovation, which required schools to describe how they would use 3D printing in their classrooms. The
printer is housed at Austintown Intermediate and will be utilized for the 5th grade Robotics “specials” class
that all students receive for nine weeks of daily instruction as well as in other classrooms.



Fitch STEM students attended the STEM Entrepreneurship and Innovation Forum in November. Students
received inspiration from President Tressel and local innovators by hearing of their pathways to success.
Students then convened in a collaborative break session with the task of creating an innovation and
presenting a one minute sales pitch.



The Fitch STEM Robotics Team qualified for state for the second year in a row! The team, Cosmic Guardians,
is State bound to compete in the Vex Robotics Competition High School State Championship. Out of twentysix teams in the league, they finished in the top four.



Fitch STEM students taking Principles of Engineering competed in the Mahoning Valley Miniature Bridge
Building Competition held at YSU in February. Students from all over the county competed to build a
structurally sound balsa wood bridge capable of holding increasing amounts of weight.



6th and 7th grade STEM students held their 1st Annual Pull Toy Parade before the holidays. The toys
combined different mechanisms and simple machines to build a pull toy. The focus was on types of motion,
inputs and outputs, building construction and teamwork.



7th and 8th grade STEM students are hard at work building Soapbox Derby cars in preparation for the annual
Soapbox Derby race in May.

To learn more about the STEM Program, visit our page on the district website.
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Students and parents will have the opportunity to tour kindergarten classrooms,
meet staff members, and learn about transitioning smoothly from home or
preschool to kindergarten.
Information on staggered start, summer programs as well as tips to assist your
child before and during kindergarten will all be discussed.
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Registration Information: 2019-2020
Kindergarten
If your child will be 5 years old on or before AUGUST 1ST 2019, and you are a resident of the
Austintown Local School District, you are invited to register your child for Kindergarten.
Kindergarten Registration will take place at Austintown Elementary,
245 Idaho Rd-Lynn Kirk Loop.

Registration Dates and Times:
Tuesday, March 19: 9am- 2pm & 4pm-7pm
Wednesday March 20: 9am- 2pm
Thursday, March 21: 9am- 2pm & 4pm-7pm
Tuesday, April 23: 9am-2pm & 4pm-7pm
Wednesday, April 24: 9am-2pm
Thursday, April 25: 9am-2pm & 4pm-7pm
Packets are available at the Austintown Early Learning Center or Austintown Elementary.
All packets must be completed prior to registration.

Open Enrollment
Visit www.austintownschools.org under the “Registration & Open Enrollment” tab to
apply for the 2019-2020 school year.
New students: Complete Open Enrollment Application
Current students: Complete Intent to Return Application
Please note: No new students in grades 9-12 will be considered for acceptance unless
they are coming from a partnering school (i.e. MCCTC).
Falcon Pride Online and STEM programs may be available based on capacity.
The deadline to apply for Open Enrollment is April 30, 2019.
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Financial Information Fiscal Year 2018

$9,746.78
Expenditure Per Pupil (FY18)

Mahoning County School District FY18
Expenditure Per Pupil Comparison
Austintown

$9,746.78

Western Reserve

$9,975.35

Canfield

$10,059.28

South Range

$10,132.18

Poland

$10,197.92

West Branch

$10,220.48

Boardman

$10,287.59

Struthers

$10,603.04

Springfield

$10,812.91

Lowellville

$11,228.35

Jackson-Milton

$12,563.51

Sebring

$13,173.71

Campbell

$13,499.66

Youngstown

$18,284.45

Source: Ohio Department of Education

Certificate of Excellence in Financial Reporting
for the Comprehensive Annual Financial Report
(CAFR) from the Government Finance Officer
Association. The GFOA has recognized the
district’s commitment to transparent financial
reporting for the past thirteen consecutive
years.
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Austintown Local School District Directory
Superintendent
Vincent S. Colaluca
330-797-3900, ext. 1510

Technology Supervisor
Tom Ventresco
330-797-3900

Treasurer
Ryan Ghizzoni
330-797-3900, ext. 1515

Austintown Fitch High School
Principal: Christopher Berni– Grade 12
330-797-3900, ext. 1003

K-5 Curriculum & District Programs
Janet Polish
330-797-3900, ext. 1514

Assistant Principal: Brian Racz- Grade 11
330-797-3900, ext. 1064
Assistant Principal: Jeff Swavel– Grade 10
330-797-3900, ext.1048

6-12 Curriculum & Special Assignment
Christopher Berni
330-797-3900, ext.1512

Assistant Principal: Zachary Barson- Grade 9
330-797-3900, ext. 1031

Special Education Director
Becky Morris
330-797-3900, ext. 2126

Austintown Middle School
Principal: Benjamin Baldner– Grade 8
330-797-3900, ext. 2002

Food Service Director
Alexis Weber
330-797-3900, ext. 2031

Assistant Principal: Robin Vickers– Grade 7
330-797-3900, ext. 2011
Asst. Principal: Dominick Daltorio- Grade 6
330-797-3900, ext. 2003

EMIS Coordinator
Rory Tiedemann
330-797-3900, ext. 2233

Austintown Intermediate School
Principal: Angel Owens
330-797-3901, ext. 6010

Registration & Asst. EMIS Coordinator
Amy Assion
330-797-3900, ext. 1516

Assistant Principal: Timothy Pappagallo
330-797-3901, ext. 6012

Athletic Director
James Penk
330-797-3900, ext. 1080

Austintown Elementary School
Principal: Timothy Kelty
330-797-3901, ext. 5006

Transportation Supervisor
Paula Lipke
330-797-3900, ext. 1083

Assistant Principal: Marc Pupino
330-797-3901, ext. 5007

Grounds & Facilities Supervisor
Richard Zimmermann
330-797-3900, ext. 2110

Austintown Elementary/Intermediate
Assistant Principal of Instruction and
Continuous Improvement: Sandra Thorndike
330-797-3901, ext. 5008
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Austintown Local School District

700 S. Raccoon Road
Austintown, OH 44515

“We provide an inspiring education that strengthens and prepares our students for unlimited
future opportunities.”

Follow us on social media to stay up to date on the latest school news and event information.
Facebook: Austintown Local Schools
Twitter: @AFalconFacts

